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Amy Paschal,
1st Vice Chair,
El Paso County 
Democratic Party

Amy is an activist, a wife, a mother to two 
smart, beautiful children who are away at 
college, a dogless dog-lover, and a refugee from 
the software industry.
She uses her extra time, energy and technical 
skills volunteering for the El Paso County 
Democratic Party as 1st Vice Chair and Precinct 
Organizer. She also works for the county 
elections department as an election judge and 
canvass board member representing the 
Democratic Party.

Her favorite hobbies 
are arguing politics on 
Facebook and playing 
outdoors with her 
family. She has a 
deeply ingrained love 
of snow born out of a 
childhood in 
Minnesota. You live in 
her household, you 
learn to ski.



Tech INFO

Please make sure you are MUTED & without Video
We will be pushing you into Breakout Rooms Later
Feel free to use Chat/ Reactions – we will not have VERBAL questions in this section, 
but you can discuss more with the presenters later in the evening
If you need to leave the Event, use the LEAVE button on the Right Corner.



Welcome To 
2nd Tuesday Showcase
Tonight’s Topic: 

What’s on Your Ballot? State, County and Local Measures

• State:  78, 119, 120 

• County: 1A

• Colorado Springs: 2C, 2D

• School District 11: 4B

Format: Intro, Presentation on each ballot measure, followed by Q & A



Seeking Information About the Election?
You’ve come to the right place!
www.epcodempary.org

http://www.epcodempary.org/


Ballot 
Measures 

101 (1)

Measure vs. Issue vs. Question - What do 
These Terms Mean?
The term ballot measure includes issues and questions. A ballot 
issue is any measure that is TABOR related. A ballot questions is 
any measure that is not TABOR related.

What is an Amendment vs a Proposition?
An amendment is a ballot measure that, if passed, will change 
the Colorado constitution. An amendment requires 55% of the 
vote to pass.
A proposition, if passed, will change Colorado statutory law. A 
proposition requires a majority of the vote to pass.

What is an Initiative and What is a 
Referendum?
An initiative is ballot measure that was initiated by the people 
and gotten on the ballot through signature collection.
A referendum is a ballot measure that is referred to the people 
by a governing body such as the state legislature, city 
government or the county commission.



Ballot 
Measures 101 

(2)

Where do I find Information about State 
Amendments and Propositions?
In the Blue Book, which can also be found on the Colorado 
Secretary of State website.

Where Can I Find Information About Local 
Ballot Measures?
In the El Paso County TABOR Notice, which can also be found 
on the El Paso County Clerk & Recorder's Election website.

Why is the Ballot Language for Some 
Measures Capitalized?
The ballot language for TABOR measures are required by law 
to be in full capitalization.

https://0e0b0952-de84-4b79-8e66-270ff1e68456.filesusr.com/ugd/90d198_8a311d8114c14d75a0b3a216384d6126.pdf
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/main.html?menuheaders=5
https://0e0b0952-de84-4b79-8e66-270ff1e68456.filesusr.com/ugd/90d198_f04f8e7fe4b34964bea11c85e96d27fc.pdf
https://clerkandrecorder.elpasoco.com/elections/


Judy Solano
Chair, Advocates for 
Public Education 
Policy

Judy Solano is a retired 
elementary teacher, a former 
Colorado State Representative 
and Vice Chair of the House 
Education Committee, and 
member of the Early Childhood 
Commission.  She is the current 
Chair of Advocates for Public 
Education Policy, a non-profit 
formed to protect public 
education.
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Facts:

• Amendment 78 would change the authority to spend “custodial 
funds” from the executive branch to the legislative branch of 
state government. 

• “Custodial funds” are monies received by the state that are 
provided for a specific purpose and which originate from a 
source other than state taxes and fees, such as;

1. Federal funds
2. Grants
3. Settlement money from lawsuits



• Amendment 78 would allow for only an “annual 
appropriation” of these funds.

• Current law requires the State Treasurer to put custodial 
funds into a separate account that is not subject to annual 
appropriation by the General Assembly. 



•Written direction to the State Treasurer must set forth the 
basis for the Attorney General’s determination that the 
money is custodial and must specify the manner in which
the money will be expended (CRS 24-31-108).



Concerns:

• The legislature meets for 120 days and may not be in session 
when these funds arrive. This could result in a delay or 
disruption to public services in an emergency situation, or a 
costly special session of the legislature. The Covid Relief 
Funds are an example. 

• It would slow the process for appropriations of gifts, grants, 
and donations. 
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Look Before you 
LEAP

Proposition 119, Learning Enrichment and 
Academic Progress program -

the scam to steal from public schools



•While Proposition 119 proposes to provide after-school 
learning opportunities for children, it does nothing to address 
the underfunding of our public schools.  

• Instead, it opens the door for the private sector to tap into 
critically needed public education funding for a private 
enterprise.



Proposition 119 robs money from public schools.

• It diverts $21 million annually from School Trust Land 
revenue that currently goes towards funding for public 
schools.

• This violates the state’s Constitutional requirement that 
State Land Trust funds are to be used only for public 
schools. 



• The new bureaucracy created by LEAP would have twice 
the annual budget of CDE. 

• It could compete with public schools for state and federal 
funds and grants.

• The additional sales tax on retail marijuana that is part of 
the funding for LEAP could drive marijuana sales into the 
“black market.” 



It creates an unaccountable and unnecessary bureaucracy, 
designed for private profit.

• This newly created bureaucracy would have full authority 
to operate independently with no transparency or 
accountability to any state agency.

• The unelected governing board would have the power to 
develop its own eligibility criteria for providers with no state 
input or oversight, ripe for fraud and misuse of funds.



• It shields the bureaucracy and providers from being sued.

• The $1500 per year per participating child paid to providers 
makes it attractive to for-profit corporate providers. 

• The providers are not required to undergo the safety checks 
required of school personnel.



• It creates a voucher-like program by using public money for 
private enterprises.

• It is equally available to private school and home-schooled 
students - but not available to undocumented students, who 
are served in public schools.

• Similar outside-of-school tutoring services provided under 
NCLB were found to be ineffective.



It claims to help poor children, but its deceptive.

•While low-income children are prioritized, there is no 
guarantee that enough will apply, allowing wealthy students 
to be funded.

• The proposal does not address how low-income students 
will be identified and invited to participate.

• Parents don’t need more stress in navigating a new 
bureaucracy in order to apply for LEAP.



•No criteria are established to ensure that the program would 
address the special needs of poor children. 

• There are already millions of dollars of federal emergency 
relief funds available to provide in-school help that 
guarantees a safe environment with professional educators.

• Local school districts know the needs of their students 
better than a private agency.



It invades families’ privacy.

• It implies that children will not qualify for the program 
unless their families can provide tax documentation of their 
family income.

• The agency is required to prioritize integration of data with 
school districts, but data privacy is not guaranteed.



Opponents of Proposition 119
The Colorado Democratic Party

State Treasurer Dave Young 
Joann Ginal, State Senator 
Chris Kolker, State Senator 

Robert Rodriguez, State Senator
Tammy Story, State Senator 

Judy Amablie, State Representative
Jennifer Bacon, State Representative 
Shannon Bird, State Representative

Andrew Boesenecker, State Representative
Lindsey Daugherty, State Representative

Meg Froelich, State Representative 
Julie Gonzales, State Representative

Serena Guterriez-Gonzales State Representative
Edie Hooton, State Representative 
Cathy Kipp, State Representative 
David Ortiz, State Representative

Steven Woodrow, State Representative



Dr. Angelika Schroeder, Chair, State Board of Education
Dr. Lisa Escarcega, State Board of Education

Karla Esser, State Board of Education 
Rebecca McClellan, State Board of Education 

Ilana Spiegel, University of Colorado Board of Regents 
Dr. Lesley Smith, CU Regent & former member BVSD Board of Education  

Colorado Association of School Boards (CASB) 
Colorado Association of School Executives (CASE) 

Colorado PTA 
Colorado Statewide Parent Coalition

Working Families Party Colorado 
AFL-CIO Pipefitters 

208 IBEW 111 
AFSCME Taxpayers for Public Education

Uniting4Kids 
Advocates for Public Education (A4PEP)
American Federation of Teachers (AFT) 

Colorado Alliance for Retired Americans (CARA) 
Colorado Democratic Latino Initiative (CLI) 

Colorado Energy and Environment Initiative (CEEI) 
Colorado Democratic Education Initiative (CODEI) 

Colorado Education Association (CEA) withdrew support



Dr. Laurie Albright, former President, Board of Education, BVSD 
Jennie Belval, former member, Board of Education, BVSD 

Fran Ryan, former CEO, Impact on Education, Foundation for BVSD Schools 
Jim Reed, former President, Board of Education, BVSD 

Dr. Fred Schaefer, former Board of Education, Adams 12 
Sue Marinelli, former Board of Education, Jeffco

Dr. Tina Meuh, former President, Boulder Valley Education Association
Honorable Josie Heath 
Honorable Rollie Heath 
Honorable Evie Hudak 

Honorable Michael Merrifield 
Honorable Joe Salazar 

Honorable Jonathan Singer 
Honorable Sue Windels 
Honorable Judy Solano 

Manuel Solano, civil rights attorney & former regional director of MALDEF

For more information, see the website https://noonprop119.com/

https://noonprop119.com/
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Facts to Consider:

• Decrease property taxes from 7.15% to 6.5% for multi-family 
(apartments)

• Decrease property taxes from 29% to 26.4% for commercial 
lodging properties



• Colorado has the 3rd lowest property tax rate in the nation.

• The original school finance formula called for a 50/50 split in 
state and local government share for funding schools. It is 
now a state share of 66% and a local share of 34%. State 
share would increase. 



Concerns:

• A decrease in property taxes affects revenue to local 
governments which leads to cuts to schools and fire 
departments.

• Estimated loss of revenue to local governments is $46 
million in 2022 and $50 million in 2023, and more going 
forward as assessment rates increase. 



• Permanent nature of the cuts- difficult to restore or raise 
taxes in the future due to TABOR, which calls for a vote of 
the people if taxes are raised.

• The state must backfill funds to local school districts. This 
would vary from district to district because school districts 
have different mill levy rates. This would affect state funding 
for other needs.



Senate Bill 293

• Last days of 2021 legislative session, SB 293 passed which 
affected Proposition 120.

• SB 293 reduced by 90% the permanent tax cuts of 
Proposition 120 and temporarily lowered the rate for other 
property classes.



• It created more categories of properties; single-family 7.15% 
to 6.9%, multi-family, 7.15% to 6.8%, agricultural 29% to 
26.4%.

•With the passage of SB 293, Prop 120 would only apply to 
multi-family (apartments) and commercial lodging., which 
affects revenue loss more in communities with higher 
concentrations of apartment buildings and hotels. 
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El Paso County Measure 1A
• TABOR Retention of revenue of that exceeds current 

TABOR limitations but is no greater than the county 
revenue cap
• Starts in 2021 and continues indefinitely
• The first $15 million is to be 

spent on roadway 
improvements and preservation 
and parks projects

• More details can be found in 
the county commission 
resolution 21-330

https://0e0b0952-de84-4b79-8e66-270ff1e68456.filesusr.com/ugd/90d198_f2893976f43040009f25f229df57569a.pdf


Glenn Carlson
Entrepreneur, Citizen Volunteer

Glenn was born and raised in southern Colorado 
Springs and graduated from Colorado College with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Economics. He has started and 
successfully run several businesses in the real estate, 
automotive, technology, and services sectors. Glenn 
and his wife own and operate several of the most 
popular massage therapy clinics and salons in 
town. He is a former City Council candidate, 
President of the Board for the Trails and Open Space 
Coalition, and an avid community volunteer. When 
not working and volunteering, you can usually find 
Glenn at the park with his dogs, climbing 
mountains, or chasing golf balls all over the course.
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Colorado Springs Issue 2C
A Critical Piece of our Trails, Open Spaces, and Parks (TOPS)

• Trails, Open Spaces, and Parks (TOPS) helps to support trails, parks, and open spaces through a 0.1% 
sales tax by the City of Colorado Springs.  First enacted in 1997 and renewed in 2003.

• In it’s 24-year existence, the TOPS program has been responsible for preserving over 6,200 acres of 
open space, built more than 32 parks, and constructed close to 50 miles of urban trails, and 
contributed to countless other outdoor projects.

• Funds are administered by the City of COS Parks and Recreation Dept with oversight from the TOPS 
Working Committee, a citizen led effort to monitor the budget, projects, and purchases.  Following 
our successful model, many other large cities have followed suit with programs of their own, 
although with much higher rates.

1. Colorado Springs – 0.10%
2. Denver – 0.25%
3. Fort Collins – 0.25%
4. Boulder – 0.62%



Renew and Improve TOPS
Why a yes vote is critical for what we love about COS

• A yes vote renews TOPS for 20 more years and increases the sales tax rate from .1% to .2%
1. Equates to two pennies on every $10 spent
2. Average household would pay additional $14 per year

• Allows us the catch up on backlogs of maintenance, move forward on promised parks waiting to be 
built, and pursue open space opportunities already identified

• Broadly supported by Mayor Suthers, City Council, business leaders, and citizens for it’s obvious 
benefits.  Let’s catch up to other cities and invest in this successful program

Examples
Red Rocks Open Space – Blodgett Peak – Ute Valley Park – America the Beautiful Park – Stratton Open 
Space – Pikes Peak Greenway – Garden of the Gods Park – Gossage Sports Complex – Memorial Park –
Corral Bluffs – Manitou Incline – Austin Bluffs Open Space – Chamberlain Trail – Cottonwood Creek –

Deerfield Hills Community Center – AND MANY MORE…….

www.trailsandopenspaces.org/tops/

https://www.trailsandopenspaces.org/tops/


Richard Skorman
Colorado Springs City 
Counsilor

City Councilor, small business owner, 
and community advocate 
Richard Skorman has served Colorado 
Springs for the past four decades. His 
advocacy stretches far and wide, 
touching almost every corner of the city: 
from leading the effort to retire the 
Drake Power Plant, to founding the 
Trails, Parks, and Open Space (TOPS) 
system, to bringing the City of 
Champions to downtown and helping 
small businesses thrive, to creating and 
implementing the City’s Homeless 
Action Plan, and much more.
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A Safer Colorado Springs
Issue 2D, City of Colorado Springs TABOR Retention

ASaferColoradoSprings.org

• Will allow the City of Colorado Springs to retain $20 million in excess 
TABOR revenue to invest into a wildfire mitigation program

• Double the size of neighborhood chipping programs
• Increase capacity of fire mitigation programs from 2,000 acres/year 

to 7,000
• Allow the City to catch up on over 3,500 acres in backlogged 

mitigation projects
• Cedar Heights study

https://asafercoloradosprings.org/


Anthony Carlson
Principal, 6035 
Strategies

Anthony Carlson is a community 
advocate and political strategist. He has 
worked with the Harrison School District, 
School District 11, the City of Colorado 
Springs and various other civic and non-
profit organizations to advance ballot 
initiatives and other special projects that 
enhance the quality of life and success 
of our Colorado Springs community. 
Anthony is the Principal of 6035 
Strategies, a communications and 
political consulting firm that works with 
public and private entities to improve 
their relationships and communication 
with communities and constituents.
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Friends of District 11
Issue 4B, Tax Free bond for District 11 schools

WeAreD11.org
• Without raising taxes will allow District 11 to secure $350 million in bonds 

to modernize our schools
• Average school is near 60 years old, oldest District in the region
• Some still lack Air Conditioning, West doesn’t even have fire sprinklers
• Will allow 16 District 11 schools to be completely rebuilt or remodeled
• Every D11 school will see improvements and repairs from this bond

https://weared11.org/


Recommendations

Our central committee is voting this week all all
measures presented tonight.
Recommendations will be on our website on 
Sat. Oct. 15.

78 119 120



Party Activism Opportunities
Work on a Campaign!

Check out www.epcodemparty.org under Election 2021 for candidates running on the 
ballot this fall. Choose a campaign and volunteer, donate or both.

2022 Brings Our Most Inclusive Caucus and Assembly!
Our goal is to bring you the the most inclusive caucus and assembly ever. Our goal is to deliver:

• A hybrid caucus, allowing in-person and virtual options. Virtual attendance offers increased accessibility 
options.

• A Saturday caucus date (March 5, 2022)
• A candidate preference poll (not required by the state)
• Participation of 16 and 17-year-olds (new!)
• A robust awareness campaign

We Need Your Help to Fund This Vision!!
Did you know?

• County parties pay 100% of the cost of caucus and county assembly
• 2022 will likely bring the responsibility of CD5 assembly to the El Paso County Party
• All funding for our county party is paid by YOU through donations and fundraisers. We receive no outside 

funds.

http://www.epcodemparty.org/


Party Activism Opportunities

Introducing Our Caucus and 
Assembly 2022 Fundraiser!

Please consider donating to make our most 
inclusive caucus and assembly possible.

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/22caucus

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/22caucus


EPC Dems Updates
Local Party Updates & Information  https://www.epcodemparty.org/

2nd Tuesday Showcases
November 9th - Warming Up Our Community: Providing Basic Needs, One Table At A Time
December 14th – Here Comes Santa Caucus, Here Comes Santa Caucus

Learn More About the Election
https://www.epcodemparty.org/ under Election 2021
B A L L O T S  d u e  i n  a  d r o p  b o x  o r  a t  t h e  c o u n t y  b y  N o v e m b e r  2 n d b y  7 p m  

Donations of Time, Talent and Treasure
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/epcdonorclub Monthly Donations & 1-time Gifts
https://www.epcodemparty.org/volunteer-questionnaire VOLUNTEER – time & talent always needed

Precinct Organizers – We have over 100 unfilled positions, please help us recruit or “Adopt a Precinct”

https://www.epcodemparty.org/
https://www.epcodemparty.org/
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/epcdonorclub
https://www.epcodemparty.org/volunteer-questionnaire


Open House Conversations

Thank you for coming!

Feel free to stick around and continue the 
conversation!




